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Dear compatriots, ladies and gentlemen, members of the WHIA.

I welcome you to Greece and I wish I could have welcomed you under better circumstances, but the climate crisis insists on reminding us of its intensity and southern Europe and Greece, especially during this period, are faced with dramatic wildfires. We all hope that they will be extinguished and that there will be no loss of lives, but we also wish for all leaders and all citizens, down to the very last one, if there is such a thing as a last citizen, to adapt, to make peace with the climate crisis, which is not in the future, but an onslaught that is here now and which we must address with a change in behaviour. 

Esteemed President of the World Hellenic Inter-parliamentary Association, esteemed members of the WHIA, I welcome you to the 14th General Assembly today, July 20, the day of a grim anniversary for Cyprus and Hellenism. This day, 49 years ago, saw the darkest page of our modern history. The inhabitants of Cyprus found themselves unarmed at the mercy of the invaders. The children that are still missing today, but also the survivors, much older now, carry the open wounds of this war and the pain of loss in their hearts. And the renowned resolution by the UN Security Council, Resolution 353 of the 20th of July 1974, the 4th paragraph of which requests the withdrawal of foreign troops from Cyprus immediately, is a relic, as it has yet to be implemented, but, nonetheless, it is an unwavering decades-long goal of Hellenism, and as such your goal as well, to see to it that it is implemented.

Members of Parliament, allow me to congratulate you on your initiative, in the framework of the General Assembly’s work, regarding the resolution that you will be announcing and adopting, on what I was talking about earlier, the unhealed wound of Cyprus. During this crucial time for Cyprus and Hellenism, you display the most genuine of philhellenic sentiments and your support to the people of Cyprus. You actively participate in the political affairs of wider Hellenism and you are worthy children of your forefathers’ land and you do the Greek State justice for its decision, in the summer of 1996, to establish the WHIA, with the main objective to make good use of and serve the national strategies through you globally. 

It was the active participation in political life with a vision for a better collective future that is the unquestionable advantage, which lead you, as members of the Greek diaspora, to participate in the legislative bodies of the countries in which you reside. You political career is living proof of your greekness. Legislators are moved by love for the homeland and by love for justice. It was Solon who first, spurred by such motives, legislated and reformed the city of Athens, the city where we find ourselves, and laid the groundwork for the establishment of Athenian democracy, which is why today we call our country the cradle of democracy. 

Our Parliament is enriched these two days by your presence, to the benefit of Hellenism and the Greek people, as well as to the benefit of the people of the countries in which you are elected. The contribution of the WHIA in the development of relations between the parliaments of the countries constitutes an institutional democratic pillar and point of reference for the sum of global Hellenism, which acts and participates in political life. At this point, allow me to say something regarding the nature of Hellenism. Hellenism does not conquer, nor has it ever; it does not spread, it disseminates. I don’t know whether the translation can make the distinction between the two verbs, but it’s one thing to spread and conquer the territories of others, and another to disseminate, to weave the myth of your life in other lands that you make your own as well, and to pass on the flame of your culture. The extroversion of the dynamic Greek spirit, as well as the active participation of Greeks around the world in the societies wherein they live, not only constitute comparative advantages of ecumenical Hellenism, but also make up the social content, expressed in its political aspect through your organisation. In this framework, the WHIA is a fundamental pillar of our international relations. 

All of you, the members of the WHIA, contribute, through parliamentary politics and your social engagement, to the just claims of Hellenism, always in the framework of the international conventions and International Law. At the same time, you contribute to the political recognition of historically registered crimes against humanity, with the goal to see that they are never repeated. 

Esteemed ladies and gentlemen, 

At this point allow me to brief you on a primary concern of the Greek state, these days, these very moments at the Parliament. You also heard it through the Greek PM’s message, regarding the right to vote of the diaspora and the extension of the right to vote. It is the first bill to be submitted to parliament, following a double election, in May and in June, which makes it legally feasible for Greeks of the diaspora, who are registered in the electoral rolls of our country, to vote from their place of residence. The goal of the bill is to not exclude any Greek woman or man from the inalienable right to vote, which they would have had, had they been in their homeland on the day of the vote. And allow me, ladies and gentlemen MPs, to ask for your understanding, and, why not, your contribution in the effort to extend this right of Greeks abroad, which I am certain will find willing supporters in a wider range of political parties, which are willing to contribute by possibly proposing improvements, improvements in good faith. 

Summing up, ladies and gentlemen MPs, I wish you a successful 2-day session, believing as President of the Hellenic Parliament that the international relations of the parliament lay the groundwork for strengthening relations between states and for improving the lives of the peoples who are represented by parliamentarians. 

I wish you every success, constructive resolutions, a good stay here and may we meet again. 
